
Decontamination Guidance 
Follow our intuitive guide covering the decontamination of reusable instruments.

2 Preparation

3 Cleaning & Disinfection
Critical step: if the instruments are not clean, sterility cannot 
be achieved.
Note: Always refer to log book to ensure daily & weekly tests have been performed.

Sterilisation4
Using the correct autoclave cycle guarantees the instruments are safe for use. 
For dental handpieces please refer to the manufacturer’s processing guidance.
Note: Always refer to log book to ensure daily & weekly tests have been performed.

Always refer to HTM01-05/SDCEP guidance.
The processes described must only be undertaken by qualified personnel trained in the use of decontamination equipment.

For more information on how you can enhance your infection control 
protocols, visit eschmann.co.uk, email enquiries@eschmann.co.uk or 
call us on +44 (0) 1903 875787.
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1 Post Procedure

Reusable 
instruments

? Use alcohol free cleaning  
wipes to remove cements or 

bonding agents.

Place instruments 
in HFiT cassettes 

or trays.

Transport in suitable 
container to 

decontamination area.

Dispose. Use an 
enzymatic 

foam spray or 
holding 

solution to 
prevent biofilm 
hardening on 

surfaces of 
instruments.

No

Yes

Prevent contaminants drying and becoming difficult to remove on reusable 
instruments, whilst within the surgery room.

Move to step 3: 
Cleaning & 

Disinfection.

Are the instruments 
compatible with 

washer disinfectors or 
ultrasonic cleaners?

Manually clean instruments using correct solutions. 
Refer to your manual cleaning procedure.

Rinse instruments of all 
chemical solutions using RO 

or freshly distilled water.

?

Yes

No

Are the instruments being processed in a washer disinfector or ultrasonic cleaner?

Rinse off all chemical solutions using RO 
or freshly distilled water.

Process instruments 
in validated washer 

disinfector.

Process instruments in ultrasonic cleaner.

Inspection Process
Inspect the instruments using an illuminated magnifier. Check instruments 

to ensure they are clean, functional & in good condition.

Do the instruments pass or 
fail the visual inspection?

Move to step 4: Sterilisation.

Fail

Pass

If instruments are still dirty, repeat step 3.

Are the 
instruments 
either hollow 
instruments, 

wrapped/
pouched, 
porous or 

implant kits?

Yes Sterilise using a ‘B’ type vacuum autoclave. Hint: enable drying for pouched/porous loads.

Post Sterilisation: 
Is the pouch 

damaged or wet?
No 

Or no 
pouch 
used

YesInstruments not suitable for storage, repeat step 4.
If pouch is damaged, instruments need to be re-pouched.

Instruments are ready for immediate use or for storage. 
Note: pouched items can be stored for up to one year.

No

Instruments can be used or placed in sealable pouch for storage. 
Note: items in pouches can be stored for up to one year. Yes

Instruments ready for immediate use only. No

Sterilise using an ‘N’ type non-vacuum autoclave.

Post Sterilisation: 
Are the 

instruments dry?

Vacuum, ‘B’ Type Autoclave
Little Sister SES 3000B/3020B

Non-vacuum, ‘N’ Type Autoclave
Little Sister SES 2020N/2010 Touchscreen

Handpiece Steriliser
Enbio/Enbio PRO

Washer Disinfector

Miele PG8581/

Ultrasonic Cleaner
UltraSONICA 3/4.5/6 litre

Illuminated Magnifier

Hydrim C61 


